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the gold." These are the Lord's. Will any withhold from him 
what is his own 1 The operations of this Society are less com- 
plicated than those of any other benevolent association. The 
pecuniary means required to carry them forward, are small. 
Will the Christian churches of America, sustain liberally almost 
every other benevolent and Christian cause — meet this Society 
with a simple approbation of its object — withhold the little which 
it asks — and turn hastily away ? No — no — it would speak 
little for the tone of Christian sentiment in this boasted age of 
Christian benevolence. 



Article V. 
CRITICAL NOTICES. 

BY THE EDITOR. 



1. Essay on Patriotism. — The following sketch of the character of 
true patriotism, as distinguished from false patriotism, has been com- 
municated to us for insertion. We are so well pleased with its 
general tenor and spirit, that we give it a place. 

" Local attachment is a radical principle in the constitution of 
man. Our birth place is connected with our dearest associations. 
Our native country is consecrated in our best affections. We de- 
sire to see her people prosperous and happy, her government per- 
manent and just, her national character high and commanding. 
This is patriotism — a passion which, if controlled by virtuous prin- 
ciple, leads to much that is generous in sentiment, elevated in pur- 
pose, and noble in action. 

The prosperity of a nation depends much upon the purity of its 
patriotism. If this be founded upon the broad and solid basis of 
right, political economy, as well as moral philosophy, pledges to it 
the possession of every object which lies within the grasp of nation, 
al desire. We are therefore led to distinguish between the popu- 
lar and the true notion of patriotism. 

The popular notion of patriotism, is, in its object, selfish. — In its do- 
mestic relations, it is devoted to sectional interest. It aims, by a 
system of laws which shall bear unequally upon the different 
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modes of industry, to increase the capital of one section, and to 
diminish that of another.* 

In its foreign relations, also, it is governed by a narrow minded 
policy. It aims, by inequitable legislation and unfair compe- 
tition, to depress and to embarrass the trade of other nations. The 
diplomatist who frames an equal treaty, is considered deficieut in 
patriotism, and fails of re-appointment. While he who gains for 
his country a good bargain, in other words, possesses the cunning 
and dishonesty to defraud, on an extensive scale, acquires a sue- 
cessful claim to re-occupy the office. 

Again — The popular notion of patriotism, in the means which it 
employs, is unjust. — It appeals to party. — What has party to do with 
patriotism 1 Is not patriotism to be shown by devotion to the coun- 
try, and not by always acting in subservience to the interests of a 
particular party ? 

It appeals also In force. — War has always been the great engine 
of patriotism. Nations are summoned to the battle. iield, and ar- 
rayed in fierce and deadly contest — their treasure and blood are 
sacrificed without measure, and a large portion of their population 
plunged into wretchedness and want, to satisfy the demands of a 
misguided and unrighteous patriotism. Franco has insulted our 
honor. Is it to be borne in tame submission ! No — replies Patri- 
otism. Let this whole nation, though now cultivating the arts of 
peace, with unparalleled success, be roused to war • let us sink a 
hundred millions to suslnin ii; let: our coinmerco Lie ruined; nay, 
let the flower of our population be smitten with death ; only let the 
indignity of France be revenged. Pray tell us, ye wise men, 
where, in all this, lies the muchlnuded patriotism ? V> bile we may 
quietly pursue our employments at homo, and every form of labor 
is swelling our treasury with honest wealth — while we may peace- 
fully navigate every sea, and our ships are returning, laden with 
the products of every clime, how deserves he the name of patriot, 
who urges insulted honor as the plea for war. It matters not, if 
he be the highest functionary of the nation, he is the worst foe of 
his country. 

T/ie true notion of patriotism, need I say, is founded on princi- 
ples widely different. Is it to be supposed that fraud and injustice 
are necessary to the accumulation of national capital, and the in- 
crease of national happiness 1 No. The Creator has rendered these 
objects attainable by all nations, upon a just and universal princi- 
ple — the principle of right. 

The true notion of patriotism is founded upon tlte law of recipro- 
city. — Under its control, patriotism is no longer a local passion, but, 
transcending State lines, extends to the remotest angle of the couu- 

* The ground, however, on which any system, in this country, which 
seems to affect industry unequally is advocated, is, that the system, all things 
considered, subserves the interests of the whole country. — Ed. Advocate. 
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try. Patriotism, at the north, will aim to increase the productive- 
ness of northern capital by no facility which shall injure the south, 
ern capitalist. No less elevated will be the standard of patriotism 
at the south. The northern and southern interests will encourage 
and support each other, and thus the interests of the whole country 
will be promoted. Again — One country will cherish an honora- 
ble regard to the interests of another country. Each will aim to 
pursue its own, without interfering with the interests of another, 
and thus will the interests of the whole world be promoted. 

The true notion of patriotism is also founded upon tlie law of be- 
nevolence. — Under its control, patriotism will become a liberal pas- 
sion. One community or nation « ill give to another a manifest ad- 
vantage over itself, by allowing to one form of industry a tempora- 
ry public patronage, or by sacrificing some branch of trade. A 
question of right can never be decided by force. True patriotism, 
therefore, will never direct to adjust disputes by might, and seldom 
to meet injury by physical resistance. 

The true notion of patriotism promotes the mutual interests of the 
world. It promotes peace. — It extinguishes a thousand jealous. 
ies which are ever ready to burst forth into ferocious war. Every 
man will feel that the object of his country is to render him rich 
and happy, and every nation will feel that her neighbors are act- 
ing upon a high principle, from which she has nothing to suspect. 
War can have no object. «> Swords will be beaten into plough 
shares — spears into pruning hooks— and the nations will learn war 
no more." Commerce will be pursued, unobstructed by hostile 
navies ; and domestic industry will be prosecuted, unchecked by 
civil dissension. 

It promotes wealth. — The wealth of nations is influenced, not so 
much by productiveness as by consumption. The most produc- 
tive country on the globe, if it be continually sinking its capital in 
war, will be poor. Should the capital expended to support the 
pugnacious notions of patriotism, be employed on arts of peace, the 
means of living would be multiplied, beyond all conception. The 
poor would become rich ; the rich richer ; and all be rendered 
happier. The curse pronounced upon man when exiled from pa- 
radise, would be greatly, astonishingly, mitigated. 

It promotes virtue. — The false notion of patriotism is evidently 
repugnant to virtue. It leads to party, and party leads to favor- 
itism and venality ; it leads to war, and war leads to misery and 
crime. The true notion of patriotism is, in its very nature, virtu, 
ous. It is founded upon right, and the doing of right is virtue it- 
self. 

From what has been advanced, we are unavoidably lead to seve- 
ral conclusions : 

Individual patriotism is not to be estimated by party zeal, nor 
by a morbid sensitiveness to national honor. Entrust not the re- 
sponsibilities of government to violent party men. They are the 
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corses of community. They will prostitute their office to the vile 
purpose of party patronage. 

To party spirit, is to be attributed the present libellous charac- 
ter of the press. The freedom of a republican government is in- 
secure in the hands of any party. If public patronage shall ever 
be vested in any one party, the fate of the republic is sealed. 

Again — the efforts of those whose aim it is to diffuse the princi- 
ples of peace, should be highly valued. The country has no 
greater benefactor than a sound and consistent advocate of peace. 
He aims to establish universal kindness, and attemps to make all 
richer and happier. 

Lastly, true patriotism exactly accords with divine revelation. 
Notwithstanding the pride of statesmen rejecting revelation has 
endeavored to place society above it, yet has that pride been put 
to the blush to discover that the objects of national ambition were 
most easily and largely attained when their plans approximated 
nearest to revelation. The whole science of political economy il- 
lustrates, with overwhelming force, that the laws of God, revealed 
in the scriptures, are the only principles upon which the improve- 
ment or the existence of society is possible. 

Ye men of influence and power, mark well that ye cherish, 
yourselves, and inculcate, upon the rising generation, the princi- 
pies of a pure and high-minded patriotism ; then shall your patri- 
mony be also that of your children, and Liberty, having here found 
a home, shall abide forever." 

2. — North American Review for Oct., 1835 — Art. II. Modern 
Law of Nations. 

This is a well written historical sketch of the rise and progress 
of International Law. To those of our readers who have not 
read it, we suggest that it is well worth their perusal. In the first 
No. of this work, the No. for June, 1834, may be found an article 
on the same subject. The object of that article was, by referring 
to the past, to derive instruction and encouragement in regard to 
the future. It was to show that there had been a great improve, 
ment wrought in the maxims and usages of international inter- 
course. The chief causes of this improvement, as enumerated in 
both the articles alluded to, were, Christianity, chivalry, commerce, 
and the study of the civil law. The writer of the article in the 
North American, seems to have made an extensive investigation of 
authorities, and details facts, circumstantially, so as to give a 
more full and definite character to his essay. The picture which 
he presents of international usages, previous to the melioration pro- 



